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6th Grade Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen 

The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he ran. That was the second grade, but not much 

has changed by the seventh. She says: “My Bryce. Still walking around with my first kiss.” He says: “It’s been 

six years of strategic avoidance and social discomfort.” But in the eighth grade everything gets turned upside 

down. And just as he’s thinking there’s more to her than meets the eye, she’s thinking that he’s not quite all he 

seemed. This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in alternating chapters by two fresh, funny new voices. 

Wendelin Van Draanen is at her best here with a knockout cast of quirky characters and a hilarious series of 

misunderstandings and missed opportunities. But underlying the humor are two teens in transition. They are 

each learning to look beyond the surface of people, both figuring out who they are, who they want to be, and who 

they want to be with. In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each 

other, and their families have changed over the years. 

 

 

7th Grade Tangerine by Edward Bloor 

Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien. But he’s not so 

blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his family’s new home in Tangerine 

County, Florida. Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn underground for years, 

and lightning strike at the same time every day? 

The chaos is compounded by constant harassment from his football–star brother, and adjusting to 

life in Tangerine isn’t easy for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his middle school. With the 

help of his new teammates, Paul begins to discover what lies beneath the surface of his strange new 

hometown. And he also gains the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from 

him for far too long. In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible. 

Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play 

soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. 

 

 

8th Grade Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

For Guy Montag, a career fireman for whom kerosene is perfume, this is not just an official slogan. It 

is a mantra, a duty, a way of life in a tightly monitored world where thinking is dangerous and 

books are forbidden. In 1953, Ray Bradbury envisioned one of the world's most unforgettable 

dystopian futures, and in Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451, the artist Tim Hamilton translates this 

frightening modern masterpiece into a gorgeously imagined graphic novel. As could only occur with 

Bradbury's full cooperation in this authorized adaptation, Hamilton has created a striking work of 

art that uniquely captures Montag's awakening to the evil of government-controlled thought and the 

inestimable value of philosophy, theology, and literature. Including an original foreword by Ray 

Bradbury and fully depicting the brilliance and force of his canonic and beloved masterwork, Ray 

Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 is an exceptional, haunting work of graphic literature. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10th Grade Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

Things Fall Apart stands out from so many other works of its era because it does not sentimentalize 

Africa. Situated in the village of Umuofia it speaks of brutality and suffering, tradition and 

community. Follow the story of Okonkwo, the son of a lazy but amiable man and the father of 

several children of his own. Overcoming the obstacles set before him in childhood, he becomes a 

prosperous farmer and winning wrestler and gains the respect of his peers. The audiobook is narrated 

by Peter Francis James whose voice is identifiable from his work on all Jacques Cousteau projects 

released in the English-speaking world. It consists of 6 and ½ hours on four cassette tapes. 

A classic of modern African writing, this is the tale of what happens to tribal customs and old ways 

when white man comes. 

 

 

11th Grade The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

The Crucible, is a classic play about the witch-hunts and trials in seventeenth-century Salem, 

Massachusetts. Based on historical people and real events, Miller's drama is a searing portrait of a 

community engulfed by hysteria. In the rigid theocracy of Salem, rumors that women are practicing 

witchcraft galvanize the town's most basic fears and suspicions; and when a young girl accuses 

Elizabeth Proctor of being a witch, self-righteous church leaders and townspeople insist that Elizabeth 

be brought to trial. The ruthlessness of the prosecutors and the eagerness of neighbor to testify against 

neighbor brilliantly illuminate the destructive power of socially sanctioned violence. Miller reflects 

the anti-communist hysteria inspired by Senator Joseph McCarthy's "witch-hunts" in the United 

States. Within the text itself, Miller contemplates the parallels, writing: "Political opposition...is given 

an inhumane overlay, which then justifies the abrogation of all normally applied customs of civilized 

behavior. A political policy is equated with moral right, and opposition to it with diabolical 

malevolence." 

 

 

9th Grade To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Lawyer Atticus Finch defends the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning 

novel—a black man charged with the rape of a white woman. Through the eyes of Atticus's children, 

Scout and Jim Finch, Harper Lee explores with rich humor and un-answering honesty the 

irrationality of adult attitudes toward race and class in the Deep South of the 1930's. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11th Grade A.P Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs 

#1 ASSIGNMENT: Students are to read the book and in order of Chapters, list the fallacies and argument 

strategies mentioned in the chapter in bullet points. Go in chronological order chapter by chapter. 

Writing with Clarity and Style by Robert Harris 

#2 ASSIGNMENT: Students are to read and complete the exercises in each chapter. 

#3 ASSIGNMENT: Students print out and analyze this speech by Queen Elizabeth found at the link below 
using the information gleaned from Writing with Clarity and Style  

Mark up the text in the margins naming the rhetorical devices and strategies you learned from the Harris book. 

Then formulate a cohesive essay that presents the queen’s strategies. 

http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/elizabeth.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

12th Grade like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel  

Earthy, magical, and utterly charming, this tale of family life in tum-of-the-century Mexico became a best-

selling phenomenon with its winning blend of poignant romance and bittersweet wit. 

With more than two million copies in print, this beloved novel has become a treasured part of America's literary 

memory. Now, for the first time, this "tall-tale, fairy-tale, soap opera romance, Mexican cookbook, and home-

remedy handbook all rolled into one" (San Francisco Chronicle) is available in trade paper with the original art 

from the hardcover. 

 

12th Grade A.P. Reservation Blues by Sherman Alexi  

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

In this bestselling winner of the American Book Award, the life of Spokane Indian Thomas Builds-the-Fire 

irrevocably changes when blues legend Robert Johnson miraculously appears on his reservation and passes the 

misfit storyteller his enchanted guitar. 

In a startling departure from her previous novels Lady Oracle, Surfacing, respected Canadian poet and novelist 

Atwood presents here a fable of the near future. In the Republic of Gilead, formerly the United States, far-right 

Schlafly/Falwell-type ideals have been carried to extremes in the monotheocratic government. The resulting 

society is a feminist's nightmare: women are strictly controlled, unable to have jobs or money and assigned to 

various classes: the chaste, childless Wives; the housekeeping Marthas; and the reproductive Handmaids, who 

turn their offspring over to the ``morally fit'' Wives. The tale is told by Offred read: ``of Fred'', a Handmaid 

who recalls the past and tells how the chilling society came to be. 
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